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What do Salmon need from their habitat? 

 COLD, CLEAN, CLEAR Water  

Salmon need water with 

temperatures of _____ to _____ C,  

pH between _____ and _____, 

and _______ turbidity levels. 

 

 OXYGEN 

Salmon need dissolved oxygen levels 

above _____ ppm. 

 

 FOOD  

 

PROTECTION FROM PREDATORS 

and  

RESTING SPOTS 

 

 SPAWNING GROUNDS  

All Salmon Need... 
What fills this need  

in the TANK? 
What fills this need  

in the STREAM? 



What do Salmon need from their habitat? 

The powerhead pump sends water to the CHILLER 

to keep tank water COLD for salmon. 

 

The charcoal in the WATERFALL FILTER acts as a 

chemical filter to remove heavy metals and other 

pollutants.  The white rock layer and gravel 

substrate are home to beneficial bacterial that break 

down toxic ammonia, keeping your tank CLEAN. 

 

The SPONGE in the WATERFALL FILTER acts as a 

mechanical filter to trap sediment.  YOU also remove 

sediment by vacuuming the gravel, keeping tank 

water CLEAR. 

COLD, CLEAN, CLEAR Water  

Salmon need water with 

temperatures of __8__ to __14__ C,  

 

pH between __6__ and __8__, 

 

and ___low___ turbidity levels. 

RIPARIAN BUFFERS 

Overhanging vegetation from trees and other 

riparian plants provide shade that cools the 

water. 

 

Trees and plants surrounding the river can trap 

and filter out chemical pollutants from runoff 

before they enter the salmon’s home.. 

 

Roots of native trees and plants act as “slope 

stabilizers,” holding soil in place and preventing 

erosion. 

The AIR BUBBLER and waterfall filter both aerate 

the water with oxygen.  Cold water from the chiller 

also holds a lot of oxygen. 

OXYGEN 

Salmon need dissolved oxygen levels 

above ___9__ ppm. 

RAPIDS and RIFFLES help aerate the water. 

Cool, shady streams hold more oxygen than 

warmer, sunnier streams.   

Gravel nests also help aerate salmon eggs. 

FISH FOOD PELLETS have been specifically 

designed to help hatchery salmon grow quickly. 
FOOD 

 MACROINVERTEBRATES are  the main food 

source for young salmon in streams.   

Adult salmon eat small fish in the ocean, and 

spawners will not eat on their return journey. 

Lid, large rocks, black paper 
PROTECTION FROM PREDATORS 

RESTING SPOTS 

WOODY DEBRIS provides cover for salmon, 

especially juveniles.  It also creates calm pools 

where spawning salmon can rest on their return 

journey upstream. 

Gravel SPAWNING GROUNDS 
Salmon build nests called Redds along the 

GRAVEL SUBSTRATE to lay their eggs. 

All Salmon Need... 
What fills this need 

in the TANK? 
What fills this need 

in the STREAM? 


