
Teacher participation is  
TEAM ORIENTED.   

 

At Crestline, a team of dedicated teachers use salmon as a 
focus for student learning throughout the year.  All 4th grade 
teachers weave salmon into their instruction at specific 
points in their scope and sequence, which includes: 
 
 Learning as Ecologists and Fish Biologists 
 Creating as Storytellers and Puppeteers 
 Capturing Migration Stories as Journalists 
 Reflecting and Serving Our Community as Activists 
 
 

 

As 4th graders begin their year “Learning as 
Ecologists and Fish Biologists,” they use the tank 
as a provocation for inquiry.  Students generate 
questions that direct their salmon research, 
which they complete using narrative nonfiction 
stories.  Students respond to stories in their 
Salmon Notebooks, along with questions, ob-
servations, and feelings when they meet the 
live salmon fingerlings in the SITC tank.  Through 
their research, students learn about forests, 
ecosystems, and what salmon need from their 
habitat at different life stages.  They also create 
turbines with a guest speaker from Bonneville 
Dam, and experience salmon habitat first-hand 
during a field trip to Oxbow Regional Park. 

Erin Shaw’s students generate research 
questions about salmon. 

Ben Knuth’s students recorded Wonders and Obser-
vations when they met their salmon fingerlings. 

Later, students practice storytelling by creating 
salmon-themed puppet shows (this year with 
guidance from a professional puppeteer!).   
Puppet shows are performed for lower grade 
levels.  Salmon learning continues in a unit 
about the migration of people and animals.  



Teachers invite INQUIRY and  
ENGAGEMENT across grade levels.   

 

Crestline teachers have designed the physical space around their tank to invite 
questions and observations from everyone who walks by.  Students look for-
ward to their involvement with the tank at the 4th grade level, but teachers at 
other grade levels bring students to the tank for observations as well.   

Teachers turned storage areas on either side of the tank into a gallery of salmon-related photos.  
4th grade students generate questions during a “gallery walk” and post them using sticky notes. 

Teacher Erin Shaw’s dad contributed the 
salmon artwork on top of this cabinet!   

A simple question 
engages students 
across grade levels. 

The Inquiry Cycle is an explicit component of the 4th 
grade curriculum at Crestline, but displaying their 
work (“What stage of the life cycle do you think our 
salmon are in?” above) invites inquiry and engage-
ment from students at other grade levels.  



Students engage in a VARIETY of 
salmon-related activities  

INTEGRATED ACROSS DISCIPLINES.   
 

Walking into Beth Lawson’s classroom in October feels like 
walking into a salmon wonderland.  Tables are arranged as 
stations, each with a question to explore.   Students explore, 
discover, and build skills across a variety of disciplines, 
including science, reading, writing, and art.   
 

How can you use acting to  
explore the salmon life cycle? 

Using books as a starting point, students write stories 
about the salmon life cycle, and are provided a cam-
era to act out and record their stories. 

What role does color have in the 
salmon life cycle?  How could you  
express that through watercolor? 

Students research what color salmon are at different life 
stages in order to create accurate and artistic watercolor 
portraits of salmon. 

How can environmental 
art help us connect with 
the salmon’s story? 

Students research what color salmon are at 
different life stages in order to create accurate 
and artistic watercolor portraits of salmon. 

The bookshelves are filled with salmon 
stories that students can explore, as well 
as file folders with information about each 
salmon life stage. 



One of Beth 
Lawson’s 
students 
explains 
her model 
salmon 
habitat  
and life 
cycle in her 
Salmon 
Journal. 

Mary 
Kryziak’s  
students 
made silver 
smolts with 
aluminum 
foil,  
protective 
shade for 
alevin using 
leaves, pipe 
cleaners for 
predatory 
bald eagles, 
and hiding 
spots using 
rocks and 
popsicle 
sticks. 

Mr. Knuth’s students’ representation of salmon 
habitat includes a paper staircase waterfall 
stretched over a paper towel tube, rocks and woody 
debris, and an eagle strung between two trees. 

The salmon tank is used to 
help support NGSS.   

 

Developing Models and talking about Sub-
Systems of salmon habitat is a creative enterprise 
at Crestline.  Teachers used the salmon tank as an  
example model habitat to help students in their 
process of creating their own model habitats. 
 

 



What is the fry’s story?  How does 
the tank help us better understand 
what it is like to be a salmon? 

Students are encouraged to form  
PERSONAL CONNECTIONS  

with their salmon.   
 

Team Crestline explicitly encourages students to form personal connections with 
salmon.  This happens through observation and wondering, when students are 
introduced to the Inquiry Cycle during the Journey Workshop, and in Making Schema  
Connections in the Reader’s Workshop at the beginning of the year. 
 
Part of the culture and practice at Crestline is prioritizing community, creating positive 
classroom culture, and practicing life skills.  Focusing on the salmon’s incredible 
journey and how they overcome hardship is an example of perseverance for the 
students.   
 

 

Salmon are such an integral part 
of the 4th grade experience at 
Crestline, students and teachers 
alike create salmon artwork in 
their free time. 

Students respond to a thoughtful  
prompt in Beth Lawson’s class. 


