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FISH DISSECTIONS:  

MORE THAN BLOOD AND GUTS!  

Of all the educational activities provided by Salmon in the Classroom, fish 
dissections rank top of the list as a favorite among both teachers and 
students.  Students often describe their first experience with a real 
dissection as “Gross, but AWESOME!”   
 
Students and teachers agree this activity works best when students lead.  
Students make the incision, identify structures, make observations, and 
generate questions. 
 
That doesn’t mean we hand over a fish and a pair of scissors and say, “Get 
to it!”  Students need guidance and focusing questions to be successful in 
completing the activity as a scientist.    
 
We introduce the activity by reviewing what students already know about 
the external anatomy of a fish.  As students tell us which external body 
parts fish use for protection, breathing, movement, and sensing, we dress 
up their teacher as a model fish!  We decide on 3-4 questions to 
investigate about the fish’s external anatomy. 
 
We record our observations, and then investigate major organs of 2 or 3 
body systems in the fish.  Students complete challenges to help focus their 
attention.  The excitement and engagement of students as they practice 
working as scientists is amazing! 

This was AMAZING!     

Thank you SO much for the 

incredible opportunity   

today. The kids absolutely 

loved it and learned so 

much. Thank you for taking 

the time and energy to take 

this on with our 4th graders. 

– Erin Shaw, Crestline 
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4th grade scientists make use of the document camera to share significant 
findings.  This group is showing the class where the atrium of their fish’s 
heart is located. 

A student expertly focuses a 
microscope to get a closer 
look at body structures from 
their fish.  For some students, 
this is their first experience 
using microscopes.  

Who knew salmon scales 
have growth rings?? 




