
TALES FROM THE TRAIL 

Partners Make it Possible 
 

The City of Vancouver and Waste 

Connections Inc partner with Columbia 

Springs each year to bring Nature Nuts 

Summer Day Camp to the community. 

These partnerships allow students to 

learn how to care for our planet, while 

spending their days outside and 

immersed in nature.  

 

When we feed lunch scraps to the 

worms, play the recycle relay, and make 

recycled crafts, campers absorb valuable 

information about waste-reduction, 

recycling, composting and more!  

 

What household items do you normally 

cast away that could be used for 

crafting? Check out some of our favorite 

recycled art projects from camp, made 

from plastic spoons and paper plates!!  
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What a Week!!! 

The Columbia Springs critters were out in full force on Monday!  

We found beetles, spiders, termites, newly hatched potato bugs, 

centipedes, and 3 snakes (which everyone had a chance to pet). 

We built habitats for some and looked closely at others under the 

microscopes.  

On Tuesday we ran past eagles and sharks, and jumped up a 

waterfall in the salmon life cycle obstacle course!  We also looked 

for salmon’s favorite meal in our wetlands… aquatic macro 

invertebrates (a.k.a. water bugs)!  

By Wednesday we could hardly wait to dissect owl pellets to 

discover what owls like to have for their dinner. We found bones 

AND skulls from many different small rodents! A little smelly, but 

mostly cool.   

Thursday we found some shade in the woods!  Foxgloves built 

shelters, Ferns played Tracker-Seeker in their camouflaged 

nature masks, and Dragonflies did hiking and sound mapping. 

Oh no! Is it Friday already?! Where did the time go?! Busy 

campers worked on finishing up the last of their crafts, played 

the Recycle Relay, and explored the forest one last time with our 

camp friends.   

From our education team at Columbia Springs, thank you so 

much for joining us at Nature Nuts Summer Day Camp. See you 

next year!  

- Ms. Worm  

PICTURE THAT! (Photo descriptions):  
1. Campers play a game led by Waste Connections to demonstrate 

how we can work together to conserve natural resources!   

2. Fern cabin scoops up water bugs in the wetland!  

3. This is what it looks like when you dress a Dragonfly up like an 

owl!  Who knew they had eye-tubes instead of eye-balls?! 

4. Foxglove cabin looks at centipedes, beetles, and potato bugs 

under the microscope!   


